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The House assembled at 12:00 noon. 
Deliberations were opened with prayer by Rev. Charles E. Seastrunk, 

Jr., as follows: 
 

 Our thought for today is from Zephaniah 3:9: “At that time I will 
change the speech of the people to a pure speech, that all of them may 
call on the name of the Lord and serve him with one accord.” 
 Let us pray. Heavenly Father, help us open our arms to those around 
us and invite them, too, to the feast prepared for us who care for all Your 
people. Guide these Representatives and Staff as they work for the 
people of South Carolina. Bless our defenders of freedom and first 
responders as they care for us. Look in favor upon our World, Nation, 
President, State, Governor, Speaker, Staff, and all who labor in these 
Halls of Government. Protect our military and those with hidden 
wounds.   
 Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayers. Amen.  
 

Pursuant to Rule 6.3, the House of Representatives was led in the 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America by the 
SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE. 

 
After corrections to the Journal of the proceedings of Friday, the 

SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE ordered it confirmed. 
 

MOTION ADOPTED 
Rep. HOSEY moved that when the House adjourns, it adjourn in 

memory of Virginia Allen Mills, which was agreed to. 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
The House stood in silent prayer for York County and those affected 

by the severe weather this past Saturday.  
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COMMITTEE APPOINTMENT 
 

The following was received: 
 

Office of the Speaker 
South Carolina House of Representatives 

 
April 22, 2024 
The Honorable Tiffany Spann-Wilder 
South Carolina House of Representatives 
328A Blatt Building 
Columbia, South Carolina 29201 
 
Dear Tiffany: 
 It is with pleasure that I appoint you to serve on the Education and 
Public Works Committee, effective immediately. I know that you will 
serve on this committee with honor and distinction.  
 I appreciate your willingness to serve in this capacity. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if I may be of assistance to you in any way. 
 
Sincerely, 
G. Murrell Smith, Jr. 
Speaker of the House 
Received as information. 

 
REGULATION WITHDRAWN AND RESUBMITTED 

Document No. 5249 
Agency: Department of Natural Resources 
Statutory Authority: 1976 Code Sections 50-11-2200 and 50-11-2210 
Additional Regulations Applicable to Specific Properties 
Received by Speaker of the House of Representatives January 9, 2024 
Referred to Regulations and Administrative Procedures Committee 
Legislative Review Expiration May 8, 2024 
 

REGULATION WITHDRAWN AND RESUBMITTED 
Document No. 5265 
Agency: Department of Health and Environmental Control 
Statutory Authority: 1976 Code Sections 44-7-110 through 44-7-394 
Minimum Standards for Licensing Hospitals and Institutional General 
Infirmaries 
Received by Speaker of the House of Representatives March 14, 2024 
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Referred to Regulations and Administrative Procedures Committee 
Legislative Review Expiration March 18, 2025 
 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 
Rep. W. NEWTON, from the Committee on Judiciary, submitted a 

favorable report on: 
 
S. 845 -- Senators Rankin, Sabb, Talley and Malloy: A BILL TO 

AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY 
AMENDING SECTION 62-3-108, RELATING TO PROBATE, 
TESTACY, AND APPOINTMENT PROCEEDINGS; ULTIMATE 
TIME LIMIT, SO AS TO ALLOW APPROPRIATE APPOINTMENT 
PROCEEDINGS FOR AN ESTATE OF AN INDIVIDUAL 
REGARDLESS OF THE DATE OF DEATH, TO ALLOW 
APPOINTMENT PROCEEDINGS FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
ALLOWING A CLAIM PURSUANT TO THE "HONORING OUR 
PACT ACT OF 2022". 

Ordered for consideration tomorrow. 
 
Rep. W. NEWTON, from the Committee on Judiciary, submitted a 

favorable report with amendments on: 
 
S. 142 -- Senators Shealy, Gustafson, Goldfinch, Hutto, Jackson, 

Campsen, McLeod, Setzler and Garrett: A BILL TO AMEND THE 
SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 
16-3-2010, RELATING TO THE DEFINITION OF "SEX 
TRAFFICKING", SO AS TO EXPAND THE DEFINITION TO 
INCLUDE SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF A MINOR AND 
PROMOTING OR PARTICIPATING IN PROSTITUTION OF A 
MINOR; AND BY AMENDING SECTION 16-3-2020, RELATING 
TO TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS, PENALTIES, MINOR VICTIMS 
AND DEFENSES, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT A SEX 
TRAFFICKING VICTIM MAY RAISE DURESS AND COERCION 
AS AN AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE TO NONVIOLENT OFFENSES 
COMMITTED AS A DIRECT RESULT OR INCIDENT TO THE 
TRAFFICKING, TO PROVIDE THAT A MINOR SEX 
TRAFFICKING VICTIM MAY NOT BE CONVICTED FOR 
NONVIOLENT OFFENSES COMMITTED AS A DIRECT RESULT 
OR INCIDENT TO THE TRAFFICKING, AND TO PROVIDE THAT 
A MINOR SEX TRAFFICKING VICTIM CANNOT BE FOUND IN 
VIOLATION OF OR BE THE SUBJECT OF A DELINQUENCY 
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PETITION IF THE MINOR'S CONDUCT WAS A DIRECT RESULT 
OF OR INCIDENTAL TO OR RELATED TO TRAFFICKING; AND 
SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE PROVISIONS IN THIS ACT ARE 
RETROACTIVE. 

Ordered for consideration tomorrow. 
 
Rep. W. NEWTON, from the Committee on Judiciary, submitted a 

favorable report on: 
 
S. 1126 -- Senators Kimbrell, Peeler, Rice, M. Johnson, Adams, 

Climer, Garrett, Cash, Young, Alexander, Reichenbach, Shealy, 
Grooms, Cromer, Turner, Loftis, Fanning, Gustafson, Goldfinch, 
Massey, Campsen, Bennett, Martin, Corbin and Verdin: A JOINT 
RESOLUTION PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO SECTION 4, 
ARTICLE II OF THE CONSTITUTION OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 
RELATING TO VOTER QUALIFICATIONS, SO AS TO CLARIFY 
THAT ONLY A CITIZEN OF THE UNITED STATES AND OF THIS 
STATE OF THE AGE OF EIGHTEEN AND UPWARDS WHO IS 
PROPERLY REGISTERED IS ENTITLED TO VOTE AS PROVIDED 
BY LAW. 

Ordered for consideration tomorrow. 
 
Rep. W. NEWTON, from the Committee on Judiciary, submitted a 

favorable report with amendments on: 
 
S. 915 -- Senators Peeler, Alexander, Setzler, Verdin, Davis, Hutto, 

Kimbrell, Young, Senn and Fanning: A BILL TO AMEND THE 
SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS SO AS TO CREATE THE 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF HEALTH AND POLICY AND PROVIDE 
FOR THE DUTIES OF THE SECRETARY OF THE AGENCY; BY 
AMENDING SECTION 1-30-10, RELATING TO DEPARTMENTS 
OF STATE GOVERNMENT, SO AS TO DISSOLVE SEVERAL 
DEPARTMENTS AND CREATE THE STATE OFFICE OF THE 
SECRETARY OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND POLICY; BY 
AMENDING SECTION 8-17-370, RELATING TO THE MEDIATION 
OF GRIEVANCES BY THE STATE HUMAN RESOURCES 
DIRECTOR SO AS TO ADD THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND 
POLICY, THE DIRECTORS OF THE COMPONENT 
DEPARTMENTS OF THE EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF HEALTH AND 
POLICY, AND ALL DIRECT REPORTS TO THE SECRETARY 
AND TO DIRECTORS OF THE COMPONENT DEPARTMENTS; 
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BY AMENDING SECTION 43-21-70, RELATING TO THE 
EMPLOYMENT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT AND 
ADVISORY COUNCIL ON AGING, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT 
THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND POLICY SHALL APPOINT A 
DIRECTOR TO BE THE ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER OF THE 
DEPARTMENT ON AGING; AND TO REPEAL TITLE 44, 
CHAPTER 9 RELATING TO THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF 
MENTAL HEALTH. 

Ordered for consideration tomorrow. 
 

HOUSE RESOLUTION 
The following was introduced: 
 
H. 5445 -- Reps. Landing, Alexander, Anderson, Atkinson, Bailey, 

Ballentine, Bamberg, Bannister, Bauer, Beach, Bernstein, Blackwell, 
Bradley, Brewer, Brittain, Burns, Bustos, Calhoon, Carter, Caskey, 
Chapman, Chumley, Clyburn, Cobb-Hunter, Collins, Connell, B. J. Cox, 
B. L. Cox, Crawford, Cromer, Davis, Dillard, Elliott, Erickson, Felder, 
Forrest, Gagnon, Garvin, Gatch, Gibson, Gilliam, Gilliard, Guest, 
Guffey, Haddon, Hager, Hardee, Harris, Hart, Hartnett, Hayes, 
Henderson-Myers, Henegan, Herbkersman, Hewitt, Hiott, Hixon, 
Hosey, Howard, Hyde, Jefferson, J. E. Johnson, J. L. Johnson, S. Jones, 
W. Jones, Jordan, Kilmartin, King, Kirby, Lawson, Leber, Ligon, Long, 
Lowe, Magnuson, May, McCabe, McCravy, McDaniel, McGinnis, 
Mitchell, J. Moore, T. Moore, A. M. Morgan, T. A. Morgan, Moss, 
Murphy, Neese, B. Newton, W. Newton, Nutt, O'Neal, Oremus, Ott, 
Pace, Pedalino, Pendarvis, Pope, Rivers, Robbins, Rose, Rutherford, 
Sandifer, Schuessler, Sessions, G. M. Smith, M. M. Smith, Spann-
Wilder, Stavrinakis, Taylor, Thayer, Thigpen, Trantham, Vaughan, 
Weeks, West, Wetmore, Wheeler, White, Whitmire, Williams, Willis, 
Wooten and Yow: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND 
HONOR THE LUCY BECKHAM HIGH SCHOOL COMPETITIVE 
CHEER SQUAD, COACHES, AND SCHOOL OFFICIALS FOR AN 
EXTRAORDINARY SEASON AND TO CONGRATULATE THEM 
FOR WINNING THE 2023 SOUTH CAROLINA CLASS AAAA 
STATE CHAMPIONSHIP TITLE. 

 
The Resolution was adopted. 
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HOUSE RESOLUTION 
The following was introduced: 
 
H. 5446 -- Reps. Rutherford, Rose, Bauer, Bernstein, Alexander, 

Anderson, Atkinson, Bailey, Ballentine, Bamberg, Bannister, Beach, 
Blackwell, Bradley, Brewer, Brittain, Burns, Bustos, Calhoon, Carter, 
Caskey, Chapman, Chumley, Clyburn, Cobb-Hunter, Collins, Connell, 
B. J. Cox, B. L. Cox, Crawford, Cromer, Davis, Dillard, Elliott, 
Erickson, Felder, Forrest, Gagnon, Garvin, Gatch, Gibson, Gilliam, 
Gilliard, Guest, Guffey, Haddon, Hager, Hardee, Harris, Hart, Hartnett, 
Hayes, Henderson-Myers, Henegan, Herbkersman, Hewitt, Hiott, 
Hixon, Hosey, Howard, Hyde, Jefferson, J. E. Johnson, J. L. Johnson, 
S. Jones, W. Jones, Jordan, Kilmartin, King, Kirby, Landing, Lawson, 
Leber, Ligon, Long, Lowe, Magnuson, May, McCabe, McCravy, 
McDaniel, McGinnis, Mitchell, J. Moore, T. Moore, A. M. Morgan, 
T. A. Morgan, Moss, Murphy, Neese, B. Newton, W. Newton, Nutt, 
O'Neal, Oremus, Ott, Pace, Pedalino, Pendarvis, Pope, Rivers, Robbins, 
Sandifer, Schuessler, Sessions, G. M. Smith, M. M. Smith, Spann-
Wilder, Stavrinakis, Taylor, Thayer, Thigpen, Trantham, Vaughan, 
Weeks, West, Wetmore, Wheeler, White, Whitmire, Williams, Willis, 
Wooten and Yow: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO DECLARE 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 1, 2024, AS "RIVERBANKS ZOO AND 
GARDEN DAY" THROUGHOUT THE STATE, TO ENCOURAGE 
ALL SOUTH CAROLINIANS TO CONGRATULATE THE 
RIVERBANKS FAMILY FOR THEIR OUTSTANDING WORK 
OVER THE PAST FIFTY YEARS, AND TO WISH THEM 
CONTINUED SUCCESS IN THE YEARS AHEAD. 

 
The Resolution was adopted. 
 

HOUSE RESOLUTION 
The following was introduced: 
 
H. 5447 -- Reps. Felder, Guffey, King, Ligon, Moss, O'Neal, Pope and 

Sessions: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO HONOR AND 
CONGRATULATE DR. JAMES "CHUCK" EPPS, JR., 
SUPERINTENDENT OF FORT MILL SCHOOL DISTRICT (YORK 
4) ON BEING SELECTED TO RECEIVE THE SOUTH CAROLINA 
CHAPTER OF THE NATIONAL SCHOOL PUBLIC RELATIONS 
ASSOCIATION ADMINISTRATOR OF THE YEAR AWARD FOR 
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2024 AND TO THANK HIM FOR HIS MANY YEARS OF 
OUTSTANDING SERVICE IN HIS PROFESSION. 

 
The Resolution was adopted. 
 

HOUSE RESOLUTION 
The following was introduced: 
 
H. 5448 -- Reps. Pedalino, Alexander, Anderson, Atkinson, Bailey, 

Ballentine, Bamberg, Bannister, Bauer, Beach, Bernstein, Blackwell, 
Bradley, Brewer, Brittain, Burns, Bustos, Calhoon, Carter, Caskey, 
Chapman, Chumley, Clyburn, Cobb-Hunter, Collins, Connell, B. J. Cox, 
B. L. Cox, Crawford, Cromer, Davis, Dillard, Elliott, Erickson, Felder, 
Forrest, Gagnon, Garvin, Gatch, Gibson, Gilliam, Gilliard, Guest, 
Guffey, Haddon, Hager, Hardee, Harris, Hart, Hartnett, Hayes, 
Henderson-Myers, Henegan, Herbkersman, Hewitt, Hiott, Hixon, 
Hosey, Howard, Hyde, Jefferson, J. E. Johnson, J. L. Johnson, S. Jones, 
W. Jones, Jordan, Kilmartin, King, Kirby, Landing, Lawson, Leber, 
Ligon, Long, Lowe, Magnuson, May, McCabe, McCravy, McDaniel, 
McGinnis, Mitchell, J. Moore, T. Moore, A. M. Morgan, T. A. Morgan, 
Moss, Murphy, Neese, B. Newton, W. Newton, Nutt, O'Neal, Oremus, 
Ott, Pace, Pendarvis, Pope, Rivers, Robbins, Rose, Rutherford, Sandifer, 
Schuessler, Sessions, G. M. Smith, M. M. Smith, Spann-Wilder, 
Stavrinakis, Taylor, Thayer, Thigpen, Trantham, Vaughan, Weeks, 
West, Wetmore, Wheeler, White, Whitmire, Williams, Willis, Wooten 
and Yow: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND 
CONGRATULATE "JOHN'S PLACE," THE JOHN LANDON 
BLACK FOUNDATION RESOURCE CENTER, ON THE 
OCCASION OF ITS GRAND OPENING AND RIBBON-CUTTING 
CEREMONY, TO BE HELD ON THURSDAY, APRIL 25, 2024, IN 
MANNING. 

 
The Resolution was adopted. 
 

HOUSE RESOLUTION 
The following was introduced: 
 
H. 5449 -- Reps. Williams, Alexander, Anderson, Atkinson, Bailey, 

Ballentine, Bamberg, Bannister, Bauer, Beach, Bernstein, Blackwell, 
Bradley, Brewer, Brittain, Burns, Bustos, Calhoon, Carter, Caskey, 
Chapman, Chumley, Clyburn, Cobb-Hunter, Collins, Connell, B. J. Cox, 
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B. L. Cox, Crawford, Cromer, Davis, Dillard, Elliott, Erickson, Felder, 
Forrest, Gagnon, Garvin, Gatch, Gibson, Gilliam, Gilliard, Guest, 
Guffey, Haddon, Hager, Hardee, Harris, Hart, Hartnett, Hayes, 
Henderson-Myers, Henegan, Herbkersman, Hewitt, Hiott, Hixon, 
Hosey, Howard, Hyde, Jefferson, J. E. Johnson, J. L. Johnson, S. Jones, 
W. Jones, Jordan, Kilmartin, King, Kirby, Landing, Lawson, Leber, 
Ligon, Long, Lowe, Magnuson, May, McCabe, McCravy, McDaniel, 
McGinnis, Mitchell, J. Moore, T. Moore, A. M. Morgan, T. A. Morgan, 
Moss, Murphy, Neese, B. Newton, W. Newton, Nutt, O'Neal, Oremus, 
Ott, Pace, Pedalino, Pendarvis, Pope, Rivers, Robbins, Rose, Rutherford, 
Sandifer, Schuessler, Sessions, G. M. Smith, M. M. Smith, Spann-
Wilder, Stavrinakis, Taylor, Thayer, Thigpen, Trantham, Vaughan, 
Weeks, West, Wetmore, Wheeler, White, Whitmire, Willis, Wooten and 
Yow: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO CONGRATULATE AL 
MCALLISTER, SR., ON THE OCCASION OF HIS EIGHTIETH 
BIRTHDAY AND TO WISH HIM A JOYOUS CELEBRATION AND 
MUCH HAPPINESS IN THE YEARS AHEAD. 

 
The Resolution was adopted. 
 

HOUSE RESOLUTION 
The following was introduced: 
 
H. 5450 -- Reps. Wooten, Alexander, Anderson, Atkinson, Bailey, 

Ballentine, Bamberg, Bannister, Bauer, Beach, Bernstein, Blackwell, 
Bradley, Brewer, Brittain, Burns, Bustos, Calhoon, Carter, Caskey, 
Chapman, Chumley, Clyburn, Cobb-Hunter, Collins, Connell, B. J. Cox, 
B. L. Cox, Crawford, Cromer, Davis, Dillard, Elliott, Erickson, Felder, 
Forrest, Gagnon, Garvin, Gatch, Gibson, Gilliam, Gilliard, Guest, 
Guffey, Haddon, Hager, Hardee, Harris, Hart, Hartnett, Hayes, 
Henderson-Myers, Henegan, Herbkersman, Hewitt, Hiott, Hixon, 
Hosey, Howard, Hyde, Jefferson, J. E. Johnson, J. L. Johnson, S. Jones, 
W. Jones, Jordan, Kilmartin, King, Kirby, Landing, Lawson, Leber, 
Ligon, Long, Lowe, Magnuson, May, McCabe, McCravy, McDaniel, 
McGinnis, Mitchell, J. Moore, T. Moore, A. M. Morgan, T. A. Morgan, 
Moss, Murphy, Neese, B. Newton, W. Newton, Nutt, O'Neal, Oremus, 
Ott, Pace, Pedalino, Pendarvis, Pope, Rivers, Robbins, Rose, Rutherford, 
Sandifer, Schuessler, Sessions, G. M. Smith, M. M. Smith, Spann-
Wilder, Stavrinakis, Taylor, Thayer, Thigpen, Trantham, Vaughan, 
Weeks, West, Wetmore, Wheeler, White, Whitmire, Williams, Willis 
and Yow: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR 
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THE CRITICAL WORK OF URGENT CARE CENTERS 
THROUGHOUT THE STATE AND TO DECLARE MAY 2, 2024, AS 
"URGENT CARE APPRECIATION DAY" IN SOUTH CAROLINA. 

 
The Resolution was adopted. 
 

HOUSE RESOLUTION 
The following was introduced: 
 
H. 5451 -- Reps. Mitchell, B. Newton, Yow, Neese, Alexander, 

Anderson, Atkinson, Bailey, Ballentine, Bamberg, Bannister, Bauer, 
Beach, Bernstein, Blackwell, Bradley, Brewer, Brittain, Burns, Bustos, 
Calhoon, Carter, Caskey, Chapman, Chumley, Clyburn, Cobb-Hunter, 
Collins, Connell, B. J. Cox, B. L. Cox, Crawford, Cromer, Davis, 
Dillard, Elliott, Erickson, Felder, Forrest, Gagnon, Garvin, Gatch, 
Gibson, Gilliam, Gilliard, Guest, Guffey, Haddon, Hager, Hardee, 
Harris, Hart, Hartnett, Hayes, Henderson-Myers, Henegan, 
Herbkersman, Hewitt, Hiott, Hixon, Hosey, Howard, Hyde, Jefferson, 
J. E. Johnson, J. L. Johnson, S. Jones, W. Jones, Jordan, Kilmartin, 
King, Kirby, Landing, Lawson, Leber, Ligon, Long, Lowe, Magnuson, 
May, McCabe, McCravy, McDaniel, McGinnis, J. Moore, T. Moore, 
A. M. Morgan, T. A. Morgan, Moss, Murphy, W. Newton, Nutt, O'Neal, 
Oremus, Ott, Pace, Pedalino, Pendarvis, Pope, Rivers, Robbins, Rose, 
Rutherford, Sandifer, Schuessler, Sessions, G. M. Smith, M. M. Smith, 
Spann-Wilder, Stavrinakis, Taylor, Thayer, Thigpen, Trantham, 
Vaughan, Weeks, West, Wetmore, Wheeler, White, Whitmire, 
Williams, Willis and Wooten: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO 
RECOGNIZE AND HONOR MARGARET "MAGGIE" GAMBLE ON 
THE OCCASION OF HER RETIREMENT AS A MEMBER OF THE 
LANCASTER COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD AFTER TWENTY 
YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE AND TO EXTEND BEST 
WISHES FOR MUCH SUCCESS AND FULFILLMENT IN THE 
YEARS TO COME. 

 
The Resolution was adopted. 
 

ROLL CALL 
The roll call of the House of Representatives was taken resulting as 

follows: 
Alexander Anderson Atkinson 
Bailey Ballentine Bamberg 
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Bannister Bauer Beach 
Bernstein Blackwell Bradley 
Brewer Burns Bustos 
Calhoon Caskey Chapman 
Chumley Clyburn Cobb-Hunter 
Collins Connell B. J. Cox 
B. L. Cox Cromer Davis 
Dillard Elliott Erickson 
Felder Forrest Gagnon 
Garvin Gatch Gibson 
Gilliam Guest Guffey 
Haddon Hager Hardee 
Harris Hart Hartnett 
Hayes Henderson-Myers Henegan 
Herbkersman Hewitt Hiott 
Hixon Hosey Howard 
Hyde Jefferson J. E. Johnson 
J. L. Johnson S. Jones W. Jones 
Jordan Kilmartin King 
Kirby Landing Lawson 
Leber Ligon Long 
Lowe Magnuson May 
McCabe McCravy McDaniel 
McGinnis Mitchell J. Moore 
T. Moore A. M. Morgan Moss 
Neese B. Newton W. Newton 
Nutt O'Neal Oremus 
Ott Pace Pedalino 
Pendarvis Pope Rivers 
Robbins Rose Rutherford 
Sandifer Schuessler Sessions 
G. M. Smith M. M. Smith Spann-Wilder 
Stavrinakis Thayer Thigpen 
Weeks West Wetmore 
Wheeler White Whitmire 
Williams Willis Wooten 
Yow   

 
Total Present--115 
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
The SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE granted Rep. VAUGHAN a leave of 

absence for the day. 
 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
The SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE granted Rep. BRITTAIN a leave of 

absence for the day. 
 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
The SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE granted Rep. MURPHY a leave of 

absence for the day. 
 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
The SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE granted Rep. T. A. MORGAN a 

leave of absence for the day due to medical reasons. 
 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
The SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE granted Rep. TAYLOR a leave of 

absence for the day due to medical reasons. 
 

STATEMENT BY REP. O'NEAL 
Rep. O'NEAL made a statement relative to his service in the House.   
 

STATEMENT BY REP. LEBER 
Rep. LEBER made a statement relative to his service in the House.   
 

DOCTOR OF THE DAY 
Announcement was made that Dr. Tonya Tang of Spartanburg was the 

Doctor of the Day for the General Assembly. 
 

CO-SPONSORS ADDED 
In accordance with House Rule 5.2 below: 
 
“5.2 Every bill before presentation shall have its title endorsed; every 

report, its title at length; every petition, memorial, or other paper, its 
prayer or substance; and, in every instance, the name of the member 
presenting any paper shall be endorsed and the papers shall be presented 
by the member to the Speaker at the desk. A member may add his name 
to a bill or resolution or a co-sponsor of a bill or resolution may remove 
his name at any time prior to the bill or resolution receiving passage on 
second reading. The member or co-sponsor shall notify the Clerk of the 
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House in writing of his desire to have his name added or removed from 
the bill or resolution. The Clerk of the House shall print the member's or 
co-sponsor's written notification in the House Journal. The removal or 
addition of a name does not apply to a bill or resolution sponsored by a 
committee.”  

 
CO-SPONSOR ADDED 

Bill Number: H. 3618 
Date: ADD: 
04/23/24 COLLINS 
 
 

RECURRENCE TO THE MORNING HOUR 
Rep. OTT moved that the House recur to the morning hour, which was 

agreed to. 
 

HOUSE RESOLUTION 
The following was introduced: 
 
H. 5455 -- Reps. Oremus, Alexander, Anderson, Atkinson, Bailey, 

Ballentine, Bamberg, Bannister, Bauer, Beach, Bernstein, Blackwell, 
Bradley, Brewer, Brittain, Burns, Bustos, Calhoon, Carter, Caskey, 
Chapman, Chumley, Clyburn, Cobb-Hunter, Collins, Connell, B. J. Cox, 
B. L. Cox, Crawford, Cromer, Davis, Dillard, Elliott, Erickson, Felder, 
Forrest, Gagnon, Garvin, Gatch, Gibson, Gilliam, Gilliard, Guest, 
Guffey, Haddon, Hager, Hardee, Harris, Hart, Hartnett, Hayes, 
Henderson-Myers, Henegan, Herbkersman, Hewitt, Hiott, Hixon, 
Hosey, Howard, Hyde, Jefferson, J. E. Johnson, J. L. Johnson, S. Jones, 
W. Jones, Jordan, Kilmartin, King, Kirby, Landing, Lawson, Leber, 
Ligon, Long, Lowe, Magnuson, May, McCabe, McCravy, McDaniel, 
McGinnis, Mitchell, J. Moore, T. Moore, A. M. Morgan, T. A. Morgan, 
Moss, Murphy, Neese, B. Newton, W. Newton, Nutt, O'Neal, Ott, Pace, 
Pedalino, Pendarvis, Pope, Rivers, Robbins, Rose, Rutherford, Sandifer, 
Schuessler, Sessions, G. M. Smith, M. M. Smith, Spann-Wilder, 
Stavrinakis, Taylor, Thayer, Thigpen, Trantham, Vaughan, Weeks, 
West, Wetmore, Wheeler, White, Whitmire, Williams, Willis, Wooten 
and Yow: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO EXPRESS THE PROFOUND 
SORROW OF THE MEMBERS OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES UPON THE PASSING OF THE 
HONORABLE HECTOR FELIX RODRIGUEZ, MAYOR OF THE 
TOWN OF BURNETTOWN IN AIKEN COUNTY, AND TO 
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EXTEND DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO HIS LOVING FAMILY AND 
HIS MANY FRIENDS. 

 
The Resolution was adopted. 
 

HOUSE RESOLUTION 
The following was introduced: 
 
H. 5456 -- Reps. Hosey, Alexander, Anderson, Atkinson, Bailey, 

Ballentine, Bamberg, Bannister, Bauer, Beach, Bernstein, Blackwell, 
Bradley, Brewer, Brittain, Burns, Bustos, Calhoon, Carter, Caskey, 
Chapman, Chumley, Clyburn, Cobb-Hunter, Collins, Connell, B. J. Cox, 
B. L. Cox, Crawford, Cromer, Davis, Dillard, Elliott, Erickson, Felder, 
Forrest, Gagnon, Garvin, Gatch, Gibson, Gilliam, Gilliard, Guest, 
Guffey, Haddon, Hager, Hardee, Harris, Hart, Hartnett, Hayes, 
Henderson-Myers, Henegan, Herbkersman, Hewitt, Hiott, Hixon, 
Howard, Hyde, Jefferson, J. E. Johnson, J. L. Johnson, S. Jones, 
W. Jones, Jordan, Kilmartin, King, Kirby, Landing, Lawson, Leber, 
Ligon, Long, Lowe, Magnuson, May, McCabe, McCravy, McDaniel, 
McGinnis, Mitchell, J. Moore, T. Moore, A. M. Morgan, T. A. Morgan, 
Moss, Murphy, Neese, B. Newton, W. Newton, Nutt, O'Neal, Oremus, 
Ott, Pace, Pedalino, Pendarvis, Pope, Rivers, Robbins, Rose, Rutherford, 
Sandifer, Schuessler, Sessions, G. M. Smith, M. M. Smith, Spann-
Wilder, Stavrinakis, Taylor, Thayer, Thigpen, Trantham, Vaughan, 
Weeks, West, Wetmore, Wheeler, White, Whitmire, Williams, Willis, 
Wooten and Yow: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO EXPRESS THE 
PROFOUND SORROW OF THE MEMBERS OF THE SOUTH 
CAROLINA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES UPON THE 
PASSING OF VIRGINIA ALLEN MILLS OF BAMBERG COUNTY 
AND TO EXTEND THEIR DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO HER LARGE 
AND LOVING FAMILY AND HER MANY FRIENDS. 

 
The Resolution was adopted. 
 

HOUSE RESOLUTION 
The following was introduced: 
 
H. 5457 -- Reps. Hosey, Alexander, Anderson, Atkinson, Bailey, 

Ballentine, Bamberg, Bannister, Bauer, Beach, Bernstein, Blackwell, 
Bradley, Brewer, Brittain, Burns, Bustos, Calhoon, Carter, Caskey, 
Chapman, Chumley, Clyburn, Cobb-Hunter, Collins, Connell, B. J. Cox, 
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B. L. Cox, Crawford, Cromer, Davis, Dillard, Elliott, Erickson, Felder, 
Forrest, Gagnon, Garvin, Gatch, Gibson, Gilliam, Gilliard, Guest, 
Guffey, Haddon, Hager, Hardee, Harris, Hart, Hartnett, Hayes, 
Henderson-Myers, Henegan, Herbkersman, Hewitt, Hiott, Hixon, 
Howard, Hyde, Jefferson, J. E. Johnson, J. L. Johnson, S. Jones, 
W. Jones, Jordan, Kilmartin, King, Kirby, Landing, Lawson, Leber, 
Ligon, Long, Lowe, Magnuson, May, McCabe, McCravy, McDaniel, 
McGinnis, Mitchell, J. Moore, T. Moore, A. M. Morgan, T. A. Morgan, 
Moss, Murphy, Neese, B. Newton, W. Newton, Nutt, O'Neal, Oremus, 
Ott, Pace, Pedalino, Pendarvis, Pope, Rivers, Robbins, Rose, Rutherford, 
Sandifer, Schuessler, Sessions, G. M. Smith, M. M. Smith, Spann-
Wilder, Stavrinakis, Taylor, Thayer, Thigpen, Trantham, Vaughan, 
Weeks, West, Wetmore, Wheeler, White, Whitmire, Williams, Willis, 
Wooten and Yow: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO EXPRESS THE 
PROFOUND SORROW OF THE MEMBERS OF THE SOUTH 
CAROLINA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES UPON THE 
PASSING OF ELBERT TIMOTHY "TIM" MOORE, JR., TO 
CELEBRATE HIS LIFE, AND TO EXTEND THE DEEPEST 
SYMPATHY TO HIS FAMILY AND MANY FRIENDS. 

 
The Resolution was adopted. 
 

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 
The following was introduced: 
 
H. 5452 -- Reps. Erickson, Alexander, Anderson, Atkinson, Bailey, 

Ballentine, Bamberg, Bannister, Bauer, Beach, Bernstein, Blackwell, 
Bradley, Brewer, Brittain, Burns, Bustos, Calhoon, Carter, Caskey, 
Chapman, Chumley, Clyburn, Cobb-Hunter, Collins, Connell, B. J. Cox, 
B. L. Cox, Crawford, Cromer, Davis, Dillard, Elliott, Felder, Forrest, 
Gagnon, Garvin, Gatch, Gibson, Gilliam, Gilliard, Guest, Guffey, 
Haddon, Hager, Hardee, Harris, Hart, Hartnett, Hayes, Henderson-
Myers, Henegan, Herbkersman, Hewitt, Hiott, Hixon, Hosey, Howard, 
Hyde, Jefferson, J. E. Johnson, J. L. Johnson, S. Jones, W. Jones, 
Jordan, Kilmartin, King, Kirby, Landing, Lawson, Leber, Ligon, Long, 
Lowe, Magnuson, May, McCabe, McCravy, McDaniel, McGinnis, 
Mitchell, J. Moore, T. Moore, A. M. Morgan, T. A. Morgan, Moss, 
Murphy, Neese, B. Newton, W. Newton, Nutt, O'Neal, Oremus, Ott, 
Pace, Pedalino, Pendarvis, Pope, Rivers, Robbins, Rose, Rutherford, 
Sandifer, Schuessler, Sessions, G. M. Smith, M. M. Smith, Spann-
Wilder, Stavrinakis, Taylor, Thayer, Thigpen, Trantham, Vaughan, 
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Weeks, West, Wetmore, Wheeler, White, Whitmire, Williams, Willis, 
Wooten and Yow: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO 
CONGRATULATE SOUTH CAROLINA'S 2024 DISTRICT 
TEACHERS OF THE YEAR UPON BEING SELECTED TO 
REPRESENT THEIR RESPECTIVE SCHOOL DISTRICTS, TO 
EXPRESS APPRECIATION FOR THEIR DEDICATED SERVICE 
TO CHILDREN, AND TO WISH THEM CONTINUED SUCCESS IN 
THE FUTURE. 

 
The Concurrent Resolution was agreed to and ordered sent to the 

Senate. 
 

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 
The following was introduced: 
 
H. 5453 -- Reps. Rose, Rutherford, Alexander, Anderson, Atkinson, 

Bailey, Ballentine, Bamberg, Bannister, Bauer, Beach, Bernstein, 
Blackwell, Bradley, Brewer, Brittain, Burns, Bustos, Calhoon, Carter, 
Caskey, Chapman, Chumley, Clyburn, Cobb-Hunter, Collins, Connell, 
B. J. Cox, B. L. Cox, Crawford, Cromer, Davis, Dillard, Elliott, 
Erickson, Felder, Forrest, Gagnon, Garvin, Gatch, Gibson, Gilliam, 
Gilliard, Guest, Guffey, Haddon, Hager, Hardee, Harris, Hart, Hartnett, 
Hayes, Henderson-Myers, Henegan, Herbkersman, Hewitt, Hiott, 
Hixon, Hosey, Howard, Hyde, Jefferson, J. E. Johnson, J. L. Johnson, 
S. Jones, W. Jones, Jordan, Kilmartin, King, Kirby, Landing, Lawson, 
Leber, Ligon, Long, Lowe, Magnuson, May, McCabe, McCravy, 
McDaniel, McGinnis, Mitchell, J. Moore, T. Moore, A. M. Morgan, 
T. A. Morgan, Moss, Murphy, Neese, B. Newton, W. Newton, Nutt, 
O'Neal, Oremus, Ott, Pace, Pedalino, Pendarvis, Pope, Rivers, Robbins, 
Sandifer, Schuessler, Sessions, G. M. Smith, M. M. Smith, Spann-
Wilder, Stavrinakis, Taylor, Thayer, Thigpen, Trantham, Vaughan, 
Weeks, West, Wetmore, Wheeler, White, Whitmire, Williams, Willis, 
Wooten and Yow: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO HONOR 
STAFF AT THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA FOR THEIR 
HARD WORK AND MANY CONTRIBUTIONS MADE TO THE 
FLAGSHIP UNIVERSITY, TO CONGRATULATE THEM, AND TO 
DECLARE MAY 14, 2024, AS "USC STAFF DAY" IN THE 
PALMETTO STATE. 

 
The Concurrent Resolution was agreed to and ordered sent to the 

Senate. 
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INTRODUCTION OF BILLS   

The following Bills and Joint Resolution were introduced, read the 
first time, and referred to appropriate committees: 

 
H. 5454 -- Rep. Gatch: A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH 

CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING SECTION 15-37-230 SO 
AS TO REQUIRE THE PLAINTIFF TO PAY ALL COURT COSTS 
AND ATTORNEYS FEES IN A CIVIL ACTION FOR 
DEFAMATION, SLANDER, OR LIBEL IF THE PLAINTIFF DOES 
NOT PREVAIL IN THE ACTION. 

Referred to Committee on Judiciary 
 
S. 1166 -- Senators Tedder, Stephens and Rice: A BILL TO AMEND 

THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING 
SECTION 17-1-65, RELATING TO THE S.C. CONSTITUTIONAL 
CARRY/SECOND AMENDMENT PRESERVATION ACT OF 2024, 
SO AS TO PROVIDE THE STATE MUST DISMISS CERTAIN 
PENDING UNLAWFUL HANDGUN POSSESSION CHARGES. 

Referred to Committee on Judiciary 
 
S. 1266 -- Judiciary Committee: A JOINT RESOLUTION TO 

APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE WORKERS' COMPENSATION 
COMMISSION, RELATING TO PAYMENT OF COMPENSATION, 
DESIGNATED AS REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 5266, 
PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, 
TITLE 1 OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS. 

Referred to Committee on Regulations and Administrative Procedures 
 

H. 5246--ORDERED TO THIRD READING 
The following Bill was taken up: 
 
H. 5246 -- Reps. Wetmore, Brittain, M. M. Smith, Stavrinakis, 

Hartnett, Leber, Gilliard, Bustos, Pendarvis, Jefferson, Landing and 
Garvin: A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF 
LAWS BY ADDING SECTION 1-1-612 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT 
THE BLACK SKIMMER IS THE OFFICIAL SEABIRD OF THE 
STATE. 

 
Rep. WETMORE explained the Bill. 
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The yeas and nays were taken resulting as follows:  
 Yeas 104; Nays 0 

 
 Those who voted in the affirmative are: 
Ballentine Bamberg Bannister 
Bauer Beach Bernstein 
Blackwell Brewer Burns 
Bustos Calhoon Caskey 
Chapman Chumley Clyburn 
Cobb-Hunter Collins Connell 
B. J. Cox B. L. Cox Cromer 
Davis Dillard Elliott 
Erickson Felder Forrest 
Gagnon Gatch Gibson 
Gilliam Guest Guffey 
Haddon Hager Hardee 
Harris Hartnett Hayes 
Henderson-Myers Henegan Herbkersman 
Hewitt Hiott Hosey 
Hyde Jefferson J. E. Johnson 
J. L. Johnson S. Jones W. Jones 
Jordan Kilmartin King 
Kirby Landing Lawson 
Leber Ligon Long 
Lowe Magnuson May 
McCabe McCravy McDaniel 
McGinnis Mitchell J. Moore 
T. Moore A. M. Morgan Moss 
Neese B. Newton W. Newton 
Nutt O'Neal Oremus 
Ott Pace Pedalino 
Pendarvis Pope Robbins 
Rose Rutherford Sandifer 
Schuessler Sessions G. M. Smith 
M. M. Smith Spann-Wilder Stavrinakis 
Thayer Thigpen Weeks 
West Wetmore White 
Whitmire Williams Willis 
Wooten Yow  
 

Total--104 
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 Those who voted in the negative are: 

 
Total--0 

 
So, the Bill was read the second time and ordered to third reading.   
 

RECURRENCE TO THE MORNING HOUR 
Rep. OREMUS moved that the House recur to the morning hour, 

which was agreed to. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS   
The following Joint Resolutions were introduced, read the first time, 

and referred to appropriate committees: 
 
H. 5458 -- Regulations and Administrative Procedures Committee: A 

JOINT RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONTROL, RELATING TO STANDARDS FOR LICENSING 
AMBULATORY SURGICAL FACILITIES, DESIGNATED AS 
REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 5264, PURSUANT TO THE 
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE 
SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS. 

Without Reference 
 
H. 5459 -- Regulations and Administrative Procedures Committee: A 

JOINT RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONTROL, RELATING TO MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR 
LICENSING HOSPITALS AND INSTITUTIONAL GENERAL 
INFIRMARIES, DESIGNATED AS REGULATION DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 5265, PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 
1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF 
LAWS. 

Without Reference 
 
Rep. KIRBY moved that the House do now adjourn, which was agreed 

to. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
At 12:53 p.m. the House, in accordance with the motion of Rep. 

HOSEY, adjourned in memory of Virginia Allen Mills, to meet at 10:00 
a.m. tomorrow. 

*** 
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