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A house RESOLUTION

TO RECOGNIZE AND COMMEND Willa Marian Jennings, Larry O’Neal Priester, and Bernard Brown AND TO HONOR THE MEMORY of the LaTE Maggie Gadson and THE LATE Cleo Smokes, ALL OF WHOM WERE PARTICIPANTS IN THE Allendale County SCOPE AND WHO WERE UNJUSTLY ACCUSED AND CONVICTED.

[bookmark: wa_67920d42c]Whereas, during the summers of 1965 and 1966 under the leadership of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, a bold voter education rights’ project came to one hundred twenty counties in six Southern states, an effort known as the Summer Community Organization and Political Education Project (SCOPE); and

[bookmark: wa_191984565]Whereas, the goals of SCOPE included preparing formerly disenfranchised African Americans for voting and, if necessary, for organizing demonstrations and protests to help put political pressure on the United States Congress, should the proposed Voting Rights Bill of 1965 be met with congressional resistance and stalling or even a filibuster; and

[bookmark: wa_675aa919a]Whereas, Allendale County was one of the sites of SCOPE in the summer of 1965.  Many SCOPE participants in Allendale County were arrested on several occasions after attempting to register to vote at the county courthouse.  Five of those arrested were known as the “Allendale Five”:  Maggie Gadson and Cleo Smokes, both now deceased, and Willa Marian Jennings, Larry O’Neal Priester, and Bernard Brown.  These were charged with disorderly conduct and inciting a riot among other charges; and

[bookmark: wa_61d013766]Whereas, the Allendale Five were all indicted, tried, convicted by an all-white jury, sentenced to one‑year terms, and fined one hundred dollars.  Their sentences were commuted during the Johnson Administration via the Justice Department prior to the president’s signing of the Voting Rights Act into law on August 6, 1965; and

[bookmark: wa_0623dfe67]Whereas, Willa Marian Jennings was only sixteen years old at the time of her arrest.  Since then, she has  continued to serve as a community activist, educator, and political leader, and most recently she was elected to the Allendale County Council.  Now, therefore,

[bookmark: up_3dacde6b7]Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

[bookmark: up_e242845e7]That the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives, by this resolution, recognize and commend Willa Marian Jennings, Larry O’Neal Priester, and Bernard Brown and honor the memory of the late Maggie Gadson and the late Cleo Smokes, all of whom were participants in the Allendale County SCOPE and who were unjustly accused and convicted.

[bookmark: up_b84c50d06]Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to Willa Marian Jennings.
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